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PRO BONO ATTORNEYS TO ASSIST ASIAN AMERICAN DOMESTIC VIOLENCE VICTIMS  
 
(Montgomery County, MD)  In partnership with the Pro Bono Resource Center of Maryland and the 
Administrative Office of the Courts, the Asian Pacific American Legal Resource Center (APALRC) 
will hold a training to recruit pro bono attorneys to assist limited English proficient Asian American 
domestic violence victims file Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) self-petitions.   
 

 
Pictured: APALRC Pro Bono Attorney Training held at Bacon, Thornton & Palmer, L.L.P. on Aug. 6, 2008 
Left to Right: Claire Kim (Bacon, Thornton & Palmer, L.L.P.),  Kathy Kwak (APALRC Staff Attorney),  Pooja Regmi (APALRC 
Staff Attorney),  Marianne Hendricks (Legal Aid Bureau),  Nancy Chung (National Asian American Women’s Forum),  and Laureen 
Pak 
 
VAWA enables domestic violence victims to file self-petitions to obtain legal permanent resident 
status independent of their abusers.   As part of this project, the APALRC has developed a brochure 
about VAWA immigration relief and translated the document into Chinese, Hindi, Indonesian, 
Korean, Urdu, and Vietnamese. These brochures will be distributed at the training sessions as well 
as to legal service organizations, domestic violence service providers (including shelters), 
community-based organizations, and faith-based communities.  
 
From 1990 to 2000, the Washington, D.C. metropolitan area has experienced a doubling in size of 
the Asian American community to approximately 330,000. Since 1990, the number of Asian 
Americans living in Maryland experienced a 73% increase. Nearly half of Asian Americans living 
in Montgomery County speak a foreign language at home, and studies have shown that women are 
more likely to be limited English proficient than men are because women are generally the last in an 
immigrant family to learn English. For Asian American women suffering domestic violence, the 
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inability to communicate in English means they are even more vulnerable and more likely to be 
deterred from seeking help. 
 
Through the distribution of the outreach materials, the APALRC expects to reach individuals in key 
Asian communities who may not yet be familiar with or aware of the protections available through 
VAWA.  This training session is scheduled for Saturday, October 25th, from 9:30 A.M. to 12:30 
P.M. at the law firm of Shulman, Rogers, Gandal, Pordy & Ecker, P.A., in Rockville, Maryland.   
 
For more information about this project, please contact Marita Etcubañez, Director of Legal 
Services, at marita@apalrc.org, or Pooja Regmi, Staff Attorney, at pooja.regmi@apalrc.org. 
For press inquiries, please contact Aeda Chung, Marketing & Donor Relations Coordinator, at 
aeda.chung@apalrc.org.  
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